African Children's Choir members come from all over

Kenya. The children consider themselves brothers and
sisters, and remain a close-knit family even after
Graduates — dubbed “Young
Africans” — remain banded together; no matter what

their tribe.

finishing high school.

Directors Ray Barnett, Sally France, and Mwai Githinji
and our Kenyan staff met with the Young Africans for a
family reunion in January — a time of reassurance and
personal catch-up. The recent crisis affected them all,
anxiously wanting to reach out to the people in their

communities.

“Looking around the yard of the Nairobi office, there
were young people from so many different tribes,”
comments Sally, “including the two main tribes caught
up in the ethnic clashes; brothers and sisters united by
the African Children's Choir and their faith, all praying

earnestly for peace to return to Kenya.”

Later that week, Music for Life staff and Young Africans
visited the Music for Life Center at the Toi Primary
School in Kibera slum, where much of the unrest
started. They learned about a raid on the school
where a teacher was beaten and all the food supplies

for the term were stolen.

Three weeks after the raid, with the injured teacher
safely on the mend, the children were still without
food. A fence was needed to provide security for
food deliveries to resume. Our young people

responded and the fence has been built!

Despite their history and anxieties, the Young Africans
are fulfilling the motto ‘Helping Africa’s most vulnerable
children today so they can help Africa tomorrow’ —

Tomorrow has come for these young adults as they

look for more ways to serve their fellow Kenyans.
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Part of the rebuilt fence at Toi Primary School (top)

Some of the Young African’s who helped rebuild the fence (bottom)

On February 29th, the declared winner of December's elections, Mwai
Kibaki, and main opposition leader, Raila Odinga, signed a peace and power

sharing agreement, calming the violence that reigned since the election.

Though the violence has ended, the effects of the chaos remain. People are
still displaced from their homes and businesses. Fear and grief are still in the
forefront of people’s minds and tribal tensions still exist. Much is needed to

heal, forgive and reconcile.

We are thankful all the Choir children are safe and have been accounted
for; all have returned to school. The children and their loved ones are

working hard to pick up the pieces and rebuild their lives.

The Choir children continue to come together as one family. A special

“Hope and Healing” concert will take place at Toi Primary School in May.
The children will sing together as united Kenyans to offer hope and

encouragement, reminding the people that their country can and will heal.

Please continue to pray that fear will be replaced with hope. Pray that

forgiveness and healing will reign; Pray for unity to replace tribalism.




Ray and one of the Kenyan students in the choir

program during his visit to Kenya

Although currently out of headlines, Kenya is still
devastated by the effects of the friendship-splitting
Our

political rifts between various communities.

The Choir that toured the West Coast in 2007
recently retumned to Uganda and is settled into their

new routines.

Moving audiences from California to Alaska, these 26
bright Ugandan children experienced many “firsts”
while on tour. The Choir enjoyed spending a day at
Disneyland, swimming in the Pacific Ocean, taking
ferry rides around Alaskan islands and letting snow

melt in their hands.

“Our sadness in saying goodbye to the children we
loved so deeply was tempered with hope,” said
“Auntie” Elizabeth Brunelle, Choir teacher and
chaperone. “We look forward to finding out how

these children make a difference in Africa.”

[t has been another amazing, blessed year at Music for
Life Primary School, Uganda. The hard work of the

teachers and the students reflected in so many ways.

The school's football (soccer) teams are doing very
well, competing against schools many times our size.
The girls’ football team is especially making a name for
itself across Kampala; with trophies and even a goat as
championship prize — yes, a goat — to show forit. In a
tournament between some of the best teams in
Kampala, not only were the girls undefeated, but not a

single goal was scored against them.

Each year, the Mathematical Society of Uganda holds a

contest, open to any student in primary school across

children live in some of the worst hotspots — Eldoret,
Kisumu and Kibera — and are joining the struggle to

rebuild and heal their communities.

Peace comes through the restoration of hope.
Members of the African Children’s Choir, offer a
message of hope and unity through “Hope and
Healing” concerts. The first of several concerts takes
place in May, at the Toi Primary School in Kibera; and is
an investment into an area in which so much trouble
[t has been said that John Wesley's

preaching rescued Europe from civil unrest; | believe

spawned.

our Choir children can do the same in Kenya.

The children are excited to be home and begin the
next season of their lives. Two Choir children had a
message to share: “Please tell all the people that we
send greetings. We love you so much. From Olivia

and Majory.”

Likewise, another Choir that toured the East coast for
the special year-long Journey of Hope Tour will be
returning home at the end of April. Mirembe House
in North Carolina will continue bringing joy to future

Choir children in the years to come.

Once home, the Choir children are guaranteed a
quality education, up to and including post-secondary,
thanks to Music for Life's many generous supporters

and child sponsors.

The Music for Life Primary School Girls’ Football
team show their trophy and celebrate their win!

Let me also add that this message is the primary
reason behind the Music for Life Center at the Toi
Primary School in Kenya. Music for Life is giving back
to the people of Kenya: one school, one child at a time
. ' would like to invite you to donate toward our Music

for Life Center by visiting our website.

For the Children,

African Children’s Choir 29 doing their bag check and
excited to be going back home

the country. After some extra time with their math

teacher, the dedicated students were ready to put

their small but determined school on the map.

When results were finally announced, Headmaster
Mark Williams said .. .after looking, | had a hard time
containing myself. One of our grade-seven students
finished third in the entire country! Another classmate
was not far behind in 25th position and the remaining
7 students all finished in the top 200.”

Join Mark in applauding all the children at Music for Life
Primary Schooll Thank you for your letters of
encouragement and continued prayers for all the
Choir children!



The first phase of building the new African Children's Choir Academy has begun.
Ground has been broken and the first bricks of the classroom block have been
laid! Final decisions are being made about building materials and workers are

being hired.

The Academy in Entebbe will be much more than a primary school; In addition
to the classrooms and dormitories, it will include the Choir training facilities,

Music for Life administration offices, a full soccer pitch, a nursery school,

amphitheatre, and staff and guest housing.

At last! The new Music for Life Junior Academy opened its doors to Choir children
in Komatipoort, South Africa March 24, 2008. Long-awaited permission to open the
new school has been granted by the Department of Education in Mpumalanga, and
Academy staff are now abuzz with activity as school is now in session. Desks and
books stock the newly adapted classrooms and the children’s hostel is set with beds,

wardrobes and kitchen necessities.

The most rewarding part! “Creating a safe, loving family environment where
children can just be children, away from the strain of life they have become so

accustomed to,” says Di Babb, Operations Manager for Music for Life in South Africa.

This location will also provide opportunities for education, music, performing arts,
camps and relief/development projects for 400 other orphaned and talented
children enrolled in the after-school program.The second Choir group from

Nkomazi will leave the Academy to tour in the United Kingdom by May this year

Children have much to look forward to as the new Accademy will redefine their

education and opportunities for a better life.

Happy to be in school

Thank you so much for the generous outpouring of support for the Muzi Memorial Fund. We know that you have many options when

it comes to giving; we are thankful you have chosen to invest in the children and Music for Life programs.

This memorial fund will provide resources for our Music for Life Centers throughout Africa, to help children like Muzi who

have been affected by HIV/AIDS. The projects run through the Centers give these children a place to belong, to feel

loved, to learn, and to develop the tools necessary to be healthy.
Donations are welcome towards the Muzi Memorial Fund as the Music for Life Centers grow. Look for

updates in future Between Friends to see your donations at work.

For more information on the Muzi Memorial Fund please contact us at: t 877-532-865|

or e muzifund@africanchildrenschoir.com



You've seen a concert or two, have seen the energy, and heard their beautiful

voices. But what do the children do when they're not on stage?

Although concerts, school and rehearsals take up the majority of time, the
children and chaperones have time together as a family too. Movies, bowling and
swimming are just some of the fun things the Choirs do when they're not

studying or rehearsing.

As with all families there are dental check-ups, eye exams and visits to the
doctor. But coordinating dental check-ups and eye exams for 26 children and

seven adults can be a bit of a challenge! A special “thank you™ must go out to all

the wonderful people who donate their time and services to keep our children
Auntie Rosette, Uncle Vic and Auntie Amanda with their new ‘specs’! and chaperones healthy while on tour!

On March 10 of this year, fifteen African Children’s Choir children from
Uganda traveled to Europe to perform a special concert for
Commonwealth Day in England. Choir members had the honour of greeting,

in person, Queen Elizabeth Il and President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda.

Over 2,000 people, including the Queen and the High Commissioners of the
fifty-two countries of the Commonwealth, gathered at Westminster Abbey
to attend the multi-faith service where the African Children's Choir

performed.

“We have had experiences with similar events before, but this has been

special,” said Abraham Kiyingi, Choir Manager.“What unites us is music. VWe

are using it as a tool to bring people and cultures together.” African Children’s Choir members are introduced to the Queen

Twwenty-six Ugandan children have spent the word in Luganda, while Julius [on the sideline]

past five months together, learning the songs tried valiantly to act it out. It's not easy to act

and dances they will perform four times a out a xylophone, an egg, or an apple, but he

. "
week for the next 12 to |5 months while they sure did try!
tour North America.

The children are expert huggers and are full of
Auntie Kristine, School Administrator says smiles whenever a visitor arrives. “Little Fiona,
“They love to learn, dance and sing and are with one front tooth missing, will stand in the
doing well in school.” back with her arms raised, just so eager to be

. . . hugged,” says Auntie Kristine.
The children take learning seriously. Young

Godfrey took it upon himself to try to teach The newest group of children will be arriving in

Auntie Kristine Luganda."As we looked at the  p1ampers of the next Choir rehearsing at the Choir Training Center Ohio in April 2008. Visit our website to see
pictures on the alphabet strip, he told me the in Kampala, Uganda their tour schedule.
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